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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1, 4, 10, 17, and 20 recite the limitation "the cylinder bores" in multiple 
lines. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. For 
purposes of examination the instances of this limitation in claim 1,line 1; claim 
10, line 6; claim 17, line 9; and claim 20, line 1 will be considered as stating 
"cylinder bores" instead of "the cylinder bores". 

Claims 1,4, 5, 6, 8, and 20 recite the limitation "the cylinder" in multiple lines. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. For purposes of 
examination the instances of this limitation in claim 1, lines 5-6; claim 8, lines 1-2; and 
claim 20, lines 5-6 will be considered as stating "a cylinder". 

Claims 6, 13, 15, 17, and 20 recite the limitation "the bores of the cylinder" in 
multiple lines. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. It 
is the belief of the Office that Applicant is referring to the same bores mentioned in 
multiple other claims, including claim 1 , and referred to as "the cylinder bores". 
Therefore, for purposes of examination the instances in which the limitation "the bores 
of the cylinder" appear in an independent claim will be considered as stating "cylinder 
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bores" (or "the cylinder bores" if referring to one of the changes made for purposes of 
examination bolded above), and all other instances (those in dependent claims) will be 
considered as stating "the cylinder bores". 

Claims 8, 10, and 17 recite the limitations "the rim of a cartridge" and "the 
cartridge rim" in multiple lines. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
these claims. For purposes of examination these limitations will be considered as 
stating "a rim of a cartridge" and "a cartridge rim", respectively. 

Claims 10, 13, 14, and 17 recites the limitation "the revolver" in multiple lines. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in these claims. For purposes of 
examination the instances of this limitation in claims 10, line 6; and claim 17, line 9 will 
be considered as stating "a revolver". 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "said bore" in line 7. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For purposes of examination, this 
limitation will be considered as "a bore of the cylinder". 

Claim 8 recites the limitation "the concave inner surfaces" in line 1 1 . There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For purposes of examination 
"the concave inner surfaces" will be interpreted as "the inner surface" so as to reference 
the inner surface mentioned in line 4 of the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 2, 6, 10, 11, 15, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Laendler (4934082). 

In reference to claim 1 , Laendler discloses an extractor, capable of the removal 

of cartridges from cylinder bores of a revolver, said extractor comprising: 

an extractor plate having a plurality of arms extending radially outward 
from an inner portion of the plate, said arms forming an inner surface 
between adjacent arms, said inner surface substantially conforming to 
the profile of a bore of a cylinder (figures 1 and 4, element 32); 
said inner surface having an arc length that is greater than one-half the 
circumference of a cartridge disposed within the cylinder bores of the 
revolver (column 4, lines 7-10), said inner surface contacts the rim of a 
cartridge (column 4, lines 20-27) and facilitates the removal of the 
cartridge from the bore (it should be appreciated that the cartridges 
remain clipped to the extractor plate at all times during loading, firing, 
and unloading, and therefore the extractor plate facilitates the removal of 
the cartridges from the bores once acted upon by the extractor star); and 
a tubular stem having an end that is mounted to said inner portion of the 
extractor plate (figures 1 and 2, element 16). 
In reference to claim 2, Laendler discloses that the inner surface between 

adjacent arms is a substantially continuous curved concave surface (figure 4, element 

40). 
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In reference to claim 6, Laendler discloses that the arms include an end portion 
that abuttingly contacts an inner surface of the cylinder to align the concave inner 
surfaces of the extractor plate with the bores of the cylinder (figures 1 and 3). It is 
clearly seen in figure 1 that a portion of the arms abuttingly contacts element 22. 

In reference to claim 10, Laendler discloses a firearm having a cylinder, said 
firearm comprising: 

an extractor plate having a plurality of arms extending radially outward 
from an inner portion of the plate, said arms forming an inner surface 
between adjacent arms, said inner surface substantially conforming to 
the profile of a bore of the cylinder (figures 1 and 4, element 32); 
said inner surface having an arc length that is greater than one-half the 
circumference of a cartridge disposed within cylinder bores of a revolver 
(column 4, lines 7-10), said inner surface contacts a rim of a cartridge 
(column 4, lines 20-27) and facilitates the removal of the cartridge from 
the bore (it should be appreciated that the cartridges remain clipped to 
the extractor plate at all times during loading, firing, and unloading, and 
therefore the extractor plate facilitates the removal of the cartridges from 
the bores once acted upon by the extractor star); and 
a tubular stem having an end that is mounted to said inner portion of the 
extractor plate (figures 1 and 2, element 16). 
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In reference to claim 1 1 , Laendler discloses that the inner surface between 
adjacent arms is a substantially continuous curved concave surface (figure 4, element 
40). 

In reference to claim 15, Laendler discloses that the arms include an end portion 
that abuttingly contacts an inner surface of the cylinder to align the concave inner 
surfaces of the extractor plate with the bores of the cylinder (figures 1 and 3). It is 
clearly seen in figure 1 that a portion of the arms abuttingly contacts element 22. 

In reference to claim 20, Laendler discloses an extractor, capable of the removal 
of cartridges from cylinder bores of a revolver, said extractor comprising: 

an extractor plate having a plurality of arms extending radially outward 
from an inner portion of the plate, said arms forming an inner surface 
between adjacent arms, said inner surface substantially conforming to 
the profile of a bore of a cylinder (figures 1 and 4, element 32); 
said inner surface having an arc length that is greater than one-half the 
circumference of a cartridge disposed within the cylinder bores of the 
revolver (column 4, lines 7-10), said inner surface contacts a rim of a 
cartridge (column 4, lines 20-27) and facilitates the removal of the 
cartridge from the bore (it should be appreciated that the cartridges 
remain clipped to the extractor plate at all times during loading, firing, 
and unloading, and therefore the extractor plate facilitates the removal of 
the cartridges from the bores once acted upon by the extractor star), at 
least one of said arms having a convex end portion that abutingly 
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contacts an inner surface of the cylinder to align the inner surfaces of the 
extractor plate with the cylinder bores; and 

a tubular stem having an end that is mounted to said inner portion of the 
extractor plate (figures 1 and 2, element 16). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mochak 
(5218148) in view of Philips (4543741). Mochak discloses the claimed invention except 
for the beveled edge on the inner surface between adjacent arms. Philips teaches that 
it is known to use a beveled edge as the contact point between extractor and cartridge 
as set forth in column 2, line 22, and figures 2 and 3, to engage the cartridge at its 
peripheral groove or rim. In a manner similar to Applicants, the examiner is considering 
the bore as starting forward of the extractor. It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the extractor as 
taught by Mochak, with the beveled edge as taught by Philips, since such a modification 
would provide the extractor with said beveled edge on said inner surface between 
adjacent arms to engage the cartridge at its peripheral groove or rim. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Mochak 
in view of Philips and further in view of In re Boesch. Mochak in view of Philips 
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discloses the claimed invention except for the beveled edge angle of about 60 degrees 
relative to the central axis of the cylinder of the revolver. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use an angle of 
about 60 degrees for that of the beveled edge, since it has been held that discovering 
an optimum value of a result effective variable involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Boesch, 617 F.2d 272, 205 USPQ 215 (CCPA 1980). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 2, 6, 10, 1 1, 15, and 20 have 
been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's arguments filed July 18, 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. In reference to claim 8, Applicant argues that the newly added limitation 
stating: "...said beveled edge being spaced apart from said bore when the edge is 
engaged with a cartridge rim..." is not disclosed by the modifying reference Philips, who 
teaches of a beveled edge. However, it should be appreciated that upon the extraction 
of cartridges, the beveled edges that are in contact with the cartridge rims are indeed 
spaced apart from the bores of the cylinder in that in order for said beveled edges to 
effect extraction they must move away from said bores. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3-5, 7, 12-16, and 18-19 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Claim 17 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gabriel J. Klein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8229. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:15 am to 
3:45 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Carone can be reached on 571-272-6873. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



GJK 



